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ENGLISH COMMUNICATI

Class - X

Maximum Marks : 80

Instructions :

The question paper s divided into four sections,

Section A Reading 20 marks
Section B Writing 20 marks
Section C H Grammar 20 marks

Section D : Literature 20 marks

SECTION - A
(Reading - 20 Marks)

5 marks
Read the poem given below.

Wandering Singers
Sarojini Naidu

Where the voice of the wind calls our wandering feet,
Through echoing forest and echoing street,

With lutes in our hands, ever-singing we roam,

All men are our kindred the world is our home.

Our lays are of cities, whose luster is shed,

The laughter and beauty of women long dead;
The sword of old battles, the crown of old kings,
And happy and simple and sorrowful things.

What hopes shall we gather, what dreams shall we sow?
Where the wind calls our wandering footsteps, we go.
No love bids us tarry, no joy bids us wait:

The voice of the wind is the voice of our fate.

Given below is a summary of the poem. Fill in the blanks with suitable words
to complete the summary. Use only one word for each blank. (12x10=5)

'he wandering singers have no permanent (@) to stay. They wander
from one place to another with their (b) __singing about the lost glory
and sheen of (c) , of those beautiful women who are (d)

Their (e) __ are both happy and sorrowful or on ordinary subjects. Their
footsteps follow the direction of the (f) __ and their life is bleak with no
desires or (g) ___ . The singers have no enemies; the whole (h) _

is their home and all men are their friends or (i) . They do not
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Read the passage given below and complete the statemer
choosing the answers from the given options.

at follow by

Moby Dick
Herman Melville

[ stuffed a shirt or two into my old carpet-bag, tucked it under my arm, and
started for Cape Horn and the Pacific. Quitting the good city of old Manhatto, 1
duly arrived in New Bedford. It was a Saturday night in December. | was

much disappointed on learning that the little packet for Nantucket had already
sailed, and that no way of reaching that place was possible, until the following
Monday.

As most young candidates for the pains and penalties of whaling stop at this same
New Bedford, thence to embark on their voyage, it may as well be

related that I, for once, had no idea of doing so. For my mind was made up to sail
in no other than a Nantucket craft, because there was a fine, boisterous something
about everything connected with that famous old island, which amazingly
pleased me.

Based on your reading of the passage complete the following statements:
(a) The speaker stuffed a few clothes into “
(i) his valise (ii) a handbag

(iii)  acarpet-bag (iv)  acarry bag 5
(b) The speaker was planning to

(i) go whaling (i) go to old Manhatto

(iii)  go to Bedford (iv)  go to Nantucket

(c) The little packet’ refers to
(i) a courier parcel (ii) his bag
(iii)  a parcel (iv)  aboat

(d) Nantucket is the name of
(i) a small village (i) a boat
(iii)  afamous old island (iv)  a whaling spot

(e) ‘embark’ means to board. The opposite of the word is __ oo
i) dislight (i) disembark
(iii)  disboard (iv)  Onboard

Read the passage given below and complete the sentences that follow:
The Macaws of Peru

(1) The macaw is the most colorful bird of the world’s three hundred and
forty parrot species. Its exotically coloured plumage mesmerizes collectors
the world over. Native to the Americas, macaws inhabit the tropical
rainforests stretching from Central Mexico to Northern Argentina. They
especially flourish in the rainforests of South Eastern Peru, bordering the
Amazon basin.

(2) Each morning, the clay cliffs at Peru’s Tambopata River are besieged with

o
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[image: image3.jpg]a riot of colours. With such an abundant supply of f heir disposal, it
is indeed peculiar that the macaws eat the clay! The clay probably fortifies
them with salts and minerals, deficient in their largely vegetarian diet.
Some of the seeds that the macaws devour contain toxic compounds and

the clay, acting as a detoxifying agent, counters any ill effects.

(3) Hunting and intense development projects, causing deforestation and
pollution have seen the Latin American macaws dwindle in numbers. The
remote and impenetrable jungles have protected the Peruvian macaws;
they are vulnerable to certain pressures. The macaws have low
reproduction rates due to a shortage of ideal nests in the cavities of trees.
Of the few macaws born, a few survive into adulthood. This is because
macaw parents feed older nestlings first, causing the younger siblings to
die from undernourishment. Scientists have solved the housing problem
by building artificial nests using durable plastic pipes called PVC. The
exterior of the pipes is scrubbed with a steel brush to simulate the texture
of the tree trunks.

(4) The Peruvian government has curtailed poaching by outlawing the exports
of its tropical birds, and by establishing reserves like the Manu National
Park. This wildlife haven is a sanctuary to a plethora of animals and
plants. In such havens, the macaws will undoubtedly thrive.

(a) The macaws especially inhabit the tropical rainforests of
(b)  The low reproduction rates of macaw are due to the shortage of

o

(©) Despite the availability of food macaws eat clay because

(d) The macaws are dwindling in number due to

(e) Pick out a word from the fourth paragraph that means “reduced or
limited”.

Read the passage given below and complete the statements that follow by 5
choosing the answers from the given options.

Power of the People

The Badha Lake in Fazilka, Punjab had become the perfect picture of abject
neglect. Once a source of drinking water for the local residents, it had become dry
and empty. The signing of the Indus Water Treaty in 1960 changed everything.
The water of the river Sutlej was diverted to the Thar Desert. Consequently, the
lake became fluoride-ridden. This in turn, increased the quantity of dissolved
solids in the groundwater, adding to the misery of the people.

The lake had once been home to migratory birds from Siberia, who flocked
there every winter. Today, it lies dry and desolate.

Then things began to change. The power of the people was once again
proven. The initiative taken by civil society to restore the Badha Lake in Fazilka in
Punjab seems to have borne fruit and spurred the civic body into action. =0

According to activist Navdeep Asija, much of the Credit for the movement
goes to Fazilka’s Graduate Welfare Association, Indian Youth climate Network
that initiated the programme to save the lake in 2009. Things began to look better
still when some school children poured water into the dry lake bed. This was a
symbolic reminder to the people that their silence had resulted in a major
ecological damage.

The Punjab Urban Development Authority has now issued notice to realtors who

Page 4 of 10




[image: image4.jpg]are trying to set up residential colonies near the lake.

@)

(d)

The Badha Lake was once asourceof .
(i) drinking water (ii) water for irrigation
(iif)  water for boating (iv)  water for swimming

Fluoride is ’
(i) good for human beings (ii) toxic
(iif)  helpful in strengthening bones (iv)  asource of minerals

When the lake dried up, migratory birds %
@) began to come (i) stopped coming
(iii)  had no place to go to (iv)  wentin search of other places

School children poured water in the lake to

(i) fill it

(i)  show they could do something

(iii)  remind the residents they were guilty of letting the lake dry up
(iv)  work for a livelihood.

‘civil society” refers to

(i) bureaucrats

(i) people who break laws

(iii)  civilians

(iv)  people who understand their responsibilities to society

SECTION - B
(WRITING - 20 MARKS)

Given below is some information about Mr.N.R. Narayana Murthy the founder
of Infosys. Write a brief biographical sketch of this leading industrialist and
software engineer giving all the relevant details in not more than 80 words. You
can use the verbal stimulus given below.

Birth-August 20, 1946. He is the Founder And Chairman Emeritus of
Infosys Technologies Limited

Education-graduated with a degree in electrical engineering-
National Institute of Engineering of Mysore-University of Mysore
in the year 1967; Master’s degree from IIT Kanpur in 1969

His first position at IIM Ahmadabad as Chief Systems Programmer;
Then joined Patni Computer in Pune.

Founded Infosys is 1981 in Pune with an initial amount of 250 U.S.
dollars borrowed from his wife Sudha Murthy.

Worked as founder CEO of Infosys for 21 years.

Internationally recognized and honoured for his outstanding
achievement, foresight and humility.

Awarded the Padma Vibhushan by the President of India
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[image: image5.jpg]You are Preeti / Pranav of B26, Anna Nagar. Look at the picture given below
and write a letter to the Editor, Times of India in about 120 words on the
Pollution of water bodies and its impact on the environment due to various
man-made reasons. Write the letter using your own ideas and ideas from the
unit, environment.

Hints: Dumping of city sewage, effluents from industries into the lakes, seas and
other water bodies. Toxic substances enter water bodies; adverse effect on aquatic
life; ground water contaminated due to seepage; growth of population;
agricultural waste finds it way into rivers carrying pesticides and other chemicals;
marine life affected; slow poisoning; affects health- dysentery; jaundice, typhoid
etc. waste water treatment not effective.

On a visit to the USA as part of a students’ exchange programme, you were
asked to deliver a speech on “Unity in Diversity.” Write your speech in about
150 words using ideas from the unit on ‘National Integration’, the hints given
below and your own ideas.

Oneness despite physical or psychological differences; cooperation between
different groups of people in a single society; India a society of multiple
cultures; cultural origins cherished; land of diverse cultures-religions-
communities; diversity in tradition, manners, habits, food, tastes and
customs; different languages spoken-there is oneness-pride in being Indian -
Unity in Diversity-assimilation of different cultures. Western concepts of
dress-language-study of English classics part of Indian way of living and
thinking. Indian culture linked with-spirituality, simplicity, filial duty and
affection, austerity and harmony

SECTION - C
(GRAMMER - 20 MARKS)

Complete the passage given below choosing the correct alternatives from those
that follow :

When wet waste is mixed (a) dry waste, it is called garbage. For zero
garbage, the two (b) be kept separate. Dry waste can be recycled. Wet
waste can be (c) into compost and used (d) gardening in
place of fertilizer. To make compost (e) home, you need a bin. Keep it
in a level, partially (f) spot. Fill the bin with your wet waste-vegetable
peelings, fruit waste, tea bags (g) plant pruning. You can add
offerings made at temples, such as fruit and flowers, (h) commonly

12x8=4
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(a) (i) in (if) on (iii) into (iv) with
(b) (i) could (ii) would (iii) should (iv) shall
(c) (i) make (i) turned (iii) mixed (iv) stirred
(d) (i) from (ii) into (iti) in (iv) for

(e) (i) in (i) from (iii) about (iv) at

(f) (i) wasting (i) waist (iii) waste (iv) wasted
(g) (i) or (ii) and (iii) even (iv) also
(h) (i) who (ii) when (iii) which (iv) they

Here are some notes on how to make a banana cake. Study the given notes and
then write out the instructions filling in the blanks with the most appropriate
options from those given.

Banana Cake

-

»  Mash a banana nicely and mix butter and sugar with it.

>  Beatan egg separately and add it to the above mixture

»  Add salt and baking soda to flour.

> Add this flour mixture to the wet ingredients, mixing continuously until
everything is incorporated nicely.

>  Finally add nuts, raisins, and vanilla extract, and fold together using a
spatula.

»  Pour the mixtures into a greased pan and bake for 25-35 minutes in an oven
preheated to 350° F.

To make a banana cake, the banana (a)

(b)

everything is incorporated nicely. Finally (d)

withit. The egg
the banana mixture. Next salt and baking soda (c) until
with a spatula. This

mixture is then poured into a baking dish and baked in an oven for 25-35 minutes

at350° F.
(@) (i) are mashed nicely with the butter and sugar
(i)  is mashed nicely with the butter and sugar are mixed
(iif) are mashed nicely and mixed with the butter and sugar
(iv) are mashed nicely and the butter and sugar are mixed
(b) (i) is beaten separately and added to
(i) is beaten separately and are added into
(iif)  is beaten and are added into
(iv) are beaten separately and are added to
(¢) (i) areadded to the flour and are mixed with the other ingredients
(ii) areadded to the flour and the mixture is mixed continuously
(i) are added to the flour which is mixed continuously
(iv) is added to the flour and is mixed continuously

(d) (i) the nuts, raisins, and vanilla extract are added and is folded together
(i) the nuts, raisins, and vanilla extract is added and is folded together
(iii) the nuts, raisins, and vanilla extract are added and are folded together
(iv) the nuts, raisins, and vanilla extract is added and is folded together
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Rearrange the following to form meaningful sentences. The first one has been 4
done as an example for you.

When/doctors/ patients/as demigods/there/ was/ a time/ considered
There was a time when patients considered doctors as demigods.

(a) was/a part of/ the patient’s /the doctor/ family

(b) appointments/and patients/nowadays/ are made/ the doctor/ wait for/

(c) arapport/ patients build / even today/ their doctor/ with/

(d) of the day/ they can be/ at any time/ of communication/ contacted /
with/modern means

The following passage has not been edited. There is an error in each line Y2x8=
against which a blank is given. Write the incorrect word and the correction in 4
your answer sheet against the correct blank number as given in the example.
Remember to underline the word that you have supplied.

For a first time in Australia, eg a the

Robots will be used for served (a)

meals to patients on posh new (b) R T el T
plates at one of Syndney’s hospital. (c) B O0 =y b S SR
Accordingly to media reports, its (s e SRS SR
officials has changed its menu (e) S S
served to the patients since nutritious f) afsmiinen " |

is crucial to good health, or shall (8) _

also have robots delivered meals (h) MR, G on e

to patients by the end of next year.

Read the following conversation between a mother and daughter about twitter a 4

and complete the passage that follows.

Daughter : if you do not want to be a blogger, Mom, you could just twitter

instead.
Mother : Twitter?
Daughter : Yes, A twitter sends tweets to people in his or her social network.
Mother : You are putting me on, right?
Daughter : No. This is how people are communicating now.
Mother : Isit just me, or is the world getting sillier and sillier?

The daughter suggested that if her mother (a) instead. The mother was
puzzled and wanted to know what twitter meant. The daughter replied that a
twitterer (b) - The mother was convinced that her daughter was
playing a joke on her. The daughter replied that she was serious and that (c)

those days. The mother was totally confused and wanted to know
whether it was her or (d) and sillier.
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SECTION - D
(LITERATURE - 20 MARKS)

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow by choosing 3
the correct options from the given ones.

1 met a traveller from an antique land
Who said: Two vast and trunk less legs of stone
Stand in the desert.

(a) Who had come from an antique land?

(i) the poet (ii) a traveller
(i)  Ozymandias (iv)  Albatross
(b) The poem is set in
(i) the wilderness (i)  aneastland
(iii) a palace (iv)  adesert

(c) Where was the trunk?
(i) on the legs. (i) under a tree.
(i) in the sand (iv)  on the river bank.
OR N

When beggars die, there are no comets seen;
The heavens themselves blaze forth the death of princes

(a) Who speaks these lines and to whom?

(i) Caesar speaks these lines to Calpurnia.
(i) Calpurnia speaks these lines to Caesar.
(i) Brutus speaks these lines to Caesar.

(iv) Antony speaks these lines to Calpurnia.
(b) How does the speaker differentiate between the death of beggars and that

of princes?
(i) The speaker said that nothing unusual happens when beggars die.
(i) Heavens give a clear indication of the death of princes.

(i) Comets are seen when beggars die.
(iv) All of the above
(c) What is the importance of these lines in the context of the play?
(i) These lines indicate the coming events in the story.
(ii) Calpurnia’s fears are baseless.
(iiiy ~ Caesar is murdered at the end of the play.
(iv)  None of the above

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 3
‘But must I confess how I liked him

How glad I was that he had come here like a guest in quiet, to  drink at my

water trough’

(a) What is the narrator referring to in these lines?
(b) What was the purpose of its visit'?
(c) What had the ‘voice of education’ taught the poet?
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Answer any four of the following questions in 30-40 words : 2x4=8

(a) Why did the mariners hang the albatross round the neck of the Ancient
Mariner?

(b) Bring out the irony in the statement: ‘I did not specialize in ghost stories,
but more or less, they seemed to specialize in me.’

(c) While buying vegetables in the market, Patol Babu mixed up the order.
What does this tell you about his state of mind? Why did this happen?

(d) Why does the narrator enjoy playing computer games? What are psycho-
drive games?

(e) How did Brutus justify the assassination of Caesar?

Answer the following in about 120 words : 6

You are the traveler. Write a diary entry about what you saw in the ancient land
where you had gone on a visit- (Ozymandias)

OR
A reporter friend of Michael's learns of the adventure Michael and Sebastian have
experienced in the virtual world. He decides to write an article in the newspaper

under the heading, “Virtual World- A Reality”

-00o0-
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