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65APF35
Class - IX
ENGLISH COMMUNICATIVE

Time : 3 hours Maximum Marks : 80

Instructions:

The question paper is divided into four sections.
Section A : Reading 15 marks

Section B : Writing 20 marks

Section C : Grammar 15 marks

Section D : Literature 30 marks

SECTION - A
(Reading - 15 Marks)

Page 1 of 7




[image: image2.jpg]Read the passage:

Formal reading instruction ceased for most of us in the elementary school. Through the upper
grades, in high school, in college, and on through life the world has assumed that we knew how to
read. The stark and aweful truth is that most of us read slowly, laboriously and inefficiently. Few
people have had the training necessary to make them masters of the skill of reading. Generally we
crawl along at the rate of 100 to 200 words a minute, and remember only about 60 percent of
everything that we have read! Check yourself against these specifications for the first-rate reader.

Settle clearly in your mind just what your purpose in reading is. Is it that you want merely a
rapid, general impression and a surface view of the text ? In that case you will skim through it, or
do you wish to read more carefully, noting the facts and specific details in order to recall them
accurately later ? If so you will read rapidly with attention to details. Perhaps you may wish to
understand clearly the more complex organization of the thought, to be aware of every shade and
nuance of reasoning, weighing fact against fact, and to form an opinion on the basis of what your
author has said. This calls for critical reading.

In general, skimming is basic to most other types of reading. It is the skill that gives the
‘airplane view’ of the printed page. Too many of us begin to read without first trying to discover the
lay of the land or the topography of the thought. The normal procedure is to begin at the first word
of the first paragraph and plod through the last word in the final paragraph. By so doing, the
average adult feels satisfied and congratulates himself upon *having read it all’.

To the skilled reader each paragraph indicates the beginning of a new thought development.
Try reading the first sentence-just the first sentence only, of each paragraph. Before long you will
be aware that this procedure is making a great deal of sense that the thought is flowing smoothly
and progressively. If the first sentence does not make sense try the concluding sentence of the
paragraph. The main thing is to go on, paragraph after paragraph, merely skimming the surface,
like a dragonfly skimming over the surface of a pool.

When you have finished you will be aware of two things. Firstly, you will have an overall view
of the entire selection which will be as thrilling upon first experience as looking out over an
expensive countryside from the cabin of a plane; secondly, you will be aware of motion-the onward,
irresistible surge of thought. Until many people have had this latter experience, that of a conscious
awareness that they were reading thoughts and not words, they have not known what real reading
is | Too often we labour a lifetime under the delusion that reading words is reading. Words are
merely the symbols through which the thought of the author is transferred to the mind of the
reader. The skilled reader always recognizes that the thought flows through the lines of print as a
message over a copper wire. The wire indeed is important, but far more so is the thought it
conveys. Writers usually follow a consistent pattern of thought development and once you have
read one or two paragraphs and understood how the author works, all the others will likely show a
similarity of structure and plan. The semblance of structure we call an author’s ‘style’.
| Answer the following questions on the basis of your reading of the passage.

(a) What is a critical reading ?

(b) Who is the first rate reader ?

II Complete the following statements.
(a) A paragraph plays an important role in reading as it

(b) Words are merely the symbols which
(c) Thought flows through the lines of print as
(d) An author’s style refers to .
I Find words from the passage which mean the same as the following.
(a) Reading a book quickly
(b) Unchanging or constant.

Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

An Indian-origin economist at Harvard University, who has been selected for the prestigious Mac
Arthur Fellowship for “asking penetrating questions” in applied economics, now plans to explore
what helps some children do better in life than their parents.

The US-based MacArthur Foundation last week named Raj Chetty, one of Harvard’s youngest
tenured professors of economics, among 23 intellectuals from diverse fields picked, as the
foundation put it, for their “creativity, originality and potential to make important contributions in
the future”

Chetty, 33 was at lunch with his mother in a downtown Boston restaurant when he first learnt
through a phone call from the foundation that he would be among its Class of 2012 fellows and
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[image: image3.jpg]would receive $500,000 (Rs. 2.65 crore) as no-strings attached support over the next five years.

“It was a complete surprise because there’s no application, so you don't even know you're
being considered for the award,” Chetty told The Telegraph in an interview today. The Foundation
uses an anonymous nomination and selection process.

Chetty’s research spans a range of issues in applied economics- from personal savings to the
impact of education in early life. In one research study, he has demonstrated, for instance, that the
quality of the kindergarten teachers that children get will determine their income when they become
adults.

The kindergarten study results, educationists say, have sharp lessons in India.

“India has seriously neglected pre-primary education despite evidence that children need
special attention during kindergarten years,” said Krishna Kumar, a former director of National
Council of Education Research and Training, New Delhi.

Chetty was born in New Delhi, but was raised in the US where his parents moved when he was
nine. His father is an economist at Boston University, and his mother a physician studying lung
injuries, according to a faculty profile produced by Harvard University.

He recalls thinking about several possible research career options- biomedical sciences,
mathematics, and “something to do with social problems” — while in school. But in his first year in
Harvard College, Chetty said, he thought he'd “try out an economics class” — and has been glued to
the subject ever since. “It is a field where we can't conduct experiments as easily as in science and
medicine,” Chetty said.

But a nation is the laboratory for economists, and experimental readings may be extracted
from databases of schools, test scores, jobs and earnings- as his kindergarten study has shown.

The study found that students assigned to talented teachers in elementary schools are more
likely to have higher incomes and better life outcomes in their adulthood. It also helped show that
test scores of children in primary school may be used to assess the quality of teachers, Chetty said.

Chetty is now planning an even more ambitious study- he hopes to use data from different US
zipcodes to determine what proportion of children have experienced upward mobility and then
identify common factors, if any, across those areas that could have contributed to it.

“Our goal is to identify the factors that are the ultimate root causes of higher upward income
mobility (of children),” said Chetty. These could be factors that high quality schools or universities,
job opportunities, or other social and economic factors.

He returned to Harvard in 2009 according to the Harvard University profile description, turning
down professorship offers from Stanford, Chicago and Yale. "What drew him back to Harvard, in
part, was being able to solve, what Chetty called the ‘co-location’ problem,” the profile said. Sundari
is the post-doctoral research fellow at the Harvard Stem Cell Institute.

Choose the correct options :
1 Raj Chetty has been selected for the prestigious award called

(@ Royal Fellowship award

(b) Bhatnagar award

(©) MacArthur Fellowship award

(d) Magsaysay award
2. Raj Chetty was in a when he received the news.

(a) Cambridge University restaurant

(b) downtown Boston restaurant

(©) Harvard University restaurant

(d) Chicago restaurant
3. The amount of money he would receive is ;

(a) Rs. 2.57 crore (b) Rs. 2.65 crore

(©) Rs. 3.57 crore (d) Rs. 4.00 crore
4. Chetty’s research subject was in 5

(a) Applied Physics (b) Sociology

(c) Applied economics  (d) Eugenics
5. What, according to Chetty may be used to assess the quality of teachers ?

(@ test score of children in primary schools.

(b) test score of students in colleges.

(©) test score of students in High Schools.

(d) test score of children in quiz competitions.

6. What drew him back to Harvard University in Boston ?

(a) his wife (b) his children
(©) his father (d) his work
% Write the synonym of ‘profile’ :
(a) character (b) facial movement
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SECTION -B
(Writing — 20 Marks)

A school fete is being organized on the eve of Diwali. Draw a notice for the school notice
board informing the students about the various events that will take place and other
attractions in not more than 50-60 words.

Imagine that you are Kartik/Kiran Jha. Write a report for the school magazine about the
school trip to Jaipur during the Diwali Break.

Today is Ria’s Parent Teacher Meeting (PTM). The timings are from 8:30 a.m to 10:30 a.m.
Read the following conversation between Ria’s parents and complete it meaningfully : 80-
100 words.

Wife : Dear, it's Ria’s PTM today.

Husband 3 At what time ?

Wife : It's between 8:30 am to 10:30 am.

Husband H (a)

Wife - (b)

Husband H ()

Wife 5 (d)

Husband ;i | know that Ria is a bright child but it's important to take
the feed back not only from class teacher but subject teachers as well.

Sports and fitness plays an important role in everybody’s life. But, majority of students who do not
value it and are becoming obese gradually. They are glued to televisions or computers, turning into
couch potatoes. Write a letter to the editor highlighting the importance of being fit and playing
sports. Also, suggest ways to lead a healthy lifestyle. Write your letter in 120 - 150 words.

SPEECH WRTING
You are Manik/Manika. Write a speech to motivate the students to take care of the elderly. It is now
your turn to pay them back for their love and affection. (120-150 words)

SECTION-C
(Grammar — 15 Marks)
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Complete by choosing the most appropriate option:

The news (a) around the world that Edmund Hillary and John Hunt (b) a
party of devoted climbers ever upwards until the fateful moment when Hillary himself and a
Nepalese, Tensing Norgay, set foot upon the Roof of the World and(c) down from a
height of 8,848 metres.
(a) (i) flashed (ii) flashing (iii) was flashing

(iv) flash
(b) [0} lead (i) leading (iii) had led

(iv) is leading
(© (i) looked @iy look (i) will look

(iv) can look

Read the conversation given below and complete the paragraph that

follows :

Nipun : | want to join the ECO club of the school.

Teacher : You have to bring a letter of consent from your parents.

Nipun : | shall bring the letter tomorrow.

Teacher : You will be welcomed.

Nipun told his teacher that he wanted to join the ECO club of the school. The teacher told
Nipun (a) . Nipun told the teacher

(b) . The teacher assured him (c)

Rearrange the following words/phrases into meaningful sentences:

(a) carried/picked him/Captain Kapoor’s/and/soldiers/up/towards Ithe shelter/him
(b) thirsty/asked/glass/feeling/he/very/for a/water/was/and/of
(c) water/was/but/anywhere/there/nearby/no

The following passage has not been edited. There is a missing word in every line. Write the
correct word along with the word that comes before and the word that comes after.
Underline the word that you have supplied :

Error Correction

When you make a telephone

call, phone exchange @ .
establishes exclusive connection (b)
with number you dial. (c)

Read the following dialogue and then complete the report given below. Write only your
answer with the correct blank number.
Rajni : Why have you kept the T.V. in the center of the room ?
itin : So that everyone can watch the T.V.
: How can everyone watch the T.V. if you kept it in the center ?
in : Some of us watch the T.V. and not the programmes.
Rajni asked Nitin (a) . Nitin replied (b) . Rajni asked (c) - Nitin
told her that some of them watch the T.V and not the programme.

SECTION-D
(Literature — 30 Marks)
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15

16(a)

17(a)

16(b)

The voice of thunder declares my arrival;

The rainbow announces my departure.

1 am like earthly life.

(a) Who is ‘I' in the above lines ?

(b) Who announces its arrival and departure ?
(©) Explain ‘ | am like earthly life’

“| told him how I followed his daughter from Cincinnati, and what | did it for and all about my
salary and prospects and explained to him my little code of living .........”
(a) Who is the person John PESCUD is talking to ?

(b) What light does the above extract throw on PESCUD’s character ?
(c) What impression does he make on the Colonel ?

“You have your soul, to lose, my son ; it is of more value than my heart’.
(a) Who speaks the above lines ?

(b) Why does the speaker refer to the listener as ‘my son’ ?

(c) How will the listener lose his soul ?

Answer any two of the following questions:

Which stage of human life is represented by the soldier ? What are the important
characteristics of a soldier ?

What was Bill's post retirement plan ?

Why did the Bishop not call the police on discovering the theft of the silver candlesticks ?

Now won't you sleep here ? See your bed is ready. Why did the Bishop want the convict to sleep ?
Which values does the Bishop display here ?

Attempt either Part (a) or (b)
Part-a

How is British nation different from other nations in treating its colonies ?

Whom did Gulliver see passing the Alps and what do you learn about Hannibal ?

Part-b

What happened in the lobby of the Hay marketstores where all the dogs were waiting
patiently and peacefully for the return of the owners shopping inside?
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sinners, if any more be’. What do you get to know about the writer Jim after reading this
statement ?
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